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Recall: EARTH OBSERVATION (PB-EO #199)

▪ Finland has joined InCubed Industrial Fellowship initiative: a dedicated campaign has been issued Open Space 

Innovation Platform - OSIP - Campaign: Speed InCubed - Industrial Research Fellowships (Letter of Support needed 

from Finnish ESA delegation)

There are two different schemes in the program:

▪ PhD-level fellowships (in collaboration with a Research Institution) will be co-funded in partnership with a company by max. 50%
from ESA and for up to 3 or 4 years.  

▪ Post-doctoral fellowships (with or without the involvement of a Research Institution) will be co-funded in partnership with a 
company by max. 50% from ESA and for 2+2 years.

▪ ESA has defined a maximum budget of 150.000 Euro FFP as a co-funding contribution.

▪ Earth Observation Programme Board Meeting PB-EO (end of term of Finnish chairmanship) will be organised

at Saariselkä in February 2025 (preliminary venue 4-5.2.2025 at  Santa’s Hotel Tunturi tbc). Finnish industry is 

invited to express their interest to be present. The closed meeting agenda will be tight and any opportunities to meet

ESA staff and (top) management will be announced later.

https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087183948195374&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=9f88641b7800f209c3775bd9d2268729


EARTH OBSERVATION (PB-EO #200)

▪ Initiation of the Second Scout Cycle

▪ Scout missions are characterised by a pro-active role of industry and academia (“co-engineering”), a low-cost 

approach (industrial cost lower than 35 M€, e.c. 2024) and a rapid development cycle (3 years from start of 

implementation to flight acceptance). Scout missions call for observing techniques and instrumentations with sufficient 

scientific and technological maturity to secure a quantifiable science return. 

▪ Entities that are not Large System Integrators (LSI, identified according to the standard ESA definition) should be positively 

encouraged in future Scout cycles through the use of a preferential clause

▪ Timeline for Consolidation Phase, 4 mission candidates:

▪ June 2024: IPC approval of the Procurement Proposal

▪ 10th July 2024: Scout Information Day

▪ September 2024: Release the ITT for the next Scout call

▪ December 2024: Deadline for ITT proposals (3 months for preparation of proposals)

▪ January to April 2025: evaluation of the proposals, negotiation of the 4 mission candidates

▪ Pending the successful results of the above studies and the outcome of CM25, the second step of the second Scout cycle will 

consist in the implementation of up to two out of the four mission concepts that will have completed the system 

consolidation studies (PB-EO decision in May 2026).

▪ CM25 Workshops continue



EARTH OBSERVATION (PB-EO #200)

EE12 Mission Information Day (MiD) :

▪ As part of ESA’s commitment to develop and build satellite missions that push the boundaries of satellite technology and Earth 
science, four new mission ideas – Cryorad, ECO, Hydroterra+ and Keystone – have been selected to enter pre-feasibility study 
and compete to be the twelfth Earth Explorer mission (EE12). Industrial entities with a potential interest in EE12 
Mission candidates are invited to join a one-day Mission Information Day (MiD) on 9 July 2024, Noordwijk, The 
Netherlands, hybrid event. Further information, including background on the candidate missions, the agenda for the MiD as 
well as the registration modalities can be found in the following URL:

▪ https://atpi.eventsair.com/ee12-mid-for-industry/

2nd Cycle Scouts Information Day (SiD):

▪ ESA launched in a new framework to develop scientific missions for Earth Observation exploiting the new space initiative and 
complementing the well-established series of Earth Explorer research satellites. The Scout Framework is meant to respond to 
the dynamism of a quickly evolving scientific and technological environment in the Earth Observation sector by reducing the 
time and cost to deliver demonstrations of novel EO techniques in the Earth sciences, taking advantage of new development 
methodologies, higher-risk approaches and existing assets. All entities with a potential interest in the Scout Framework 
are invited to join a one-day Scout Information Day (SiD) on 10 July 2024, Noordwijk, The Netherlands, hybrid 
event. Further information, the agenda for the SiD as well as the registration modalities, can be found in the following URL:

▪ https://atpi.eventsair.com/2nd-cycle-sid/

https://atpi.eventsair.com/ee12-mid-for-industry/
https://atpi.eventsair.com/2nd-cycle-sid/


EARTH OBSERVATION (PB-EO #200)

▪ As the 6th Earth Explorer Earth Observation Science mission – part of the FutureEO programme, the Earth 

Cloud Aerosol and Radiation Explorer EarthCARE satellite was launched on a SpaceX Falcon 9 from the 

Vandenberg Space Force Base in California on 29th May. It was developed as a cooperation between ESA 

and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). EarthCARE carries a set of four instruments to make 

a range of different measurements to shed new light on the role that clouds and aerosols play in 

regulating Earth’s climate. 

▪ Next launch end of June / early July: Arctic Weather Satellite on Falcon 9 rideshare mission. Arctic 

Weather Satellite mission is expected to improve weather forecasts in the Arctic. Today, satellites, 

both those in geostationary orbit and in polar orbit, provide a wealth of information, however, the 

monitoring of the Arctic remains insufficient, as geostationary satellites have no visibility of this northerly 

region.



Connectivity and Secure Communications
(JCB #260)

▪ IRIS2 Status (Infrastructure for Resilience, Interconnectivity and Security by Satellite)

▪ Business Applications and Space Solutions (BASS)

▪ Joint IPC and JCB workshop on CM25 on 24th May (ScaleUp Innovate / ScaleUp Invest / ARTES BASS)

▪ CM25 Workshops continue (next one 26th June - Elements of First Programme Proposals)



How to do Business with ESA https://doing-business.sso.esa.int/

Entity Capability Mapping
Supplier portal for ESA's 
contractual partners

ESA Industrial Audit's portalContract Closure Documentation
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How to do Business with ESA https://doing-business.sso.esa.int/

esa-match is ESA's industry matchmaking tool. The platform supports the visibility of entities registered with 
ESA, facilitates partnering, teaming and cooperation between companies and brings together (potentially 
unknown) products, services or technologies and (latent) needs.

Information in the public part is accessible to anyone without the need to log in;  Information in the 
internal part is open to esa-star registered users only. Aside from the searchable Space Industry Directory, esa-
match offers features such as:
• a Marketspace which lets companies and organisations advertise offers and needs;
• a B2B area which enables users to send messages to other entities via the tool;
• an ESA Calendar which lists important ESA events such as Industry Days, conferences and training courses;
• a Student Opportunities in Industry section which lets companies and organisation place ads to look for 

interns, trainees or thesis students;
• a Tender Action area which provides access to ESA and non-ESA tender actions in open competition and 

information about potential partners;
• a Dashboard which allows registered users to customise their esa-match experience and create their own 

homepage view with useful information (e.g. new tender actions published since last visit, Marketspace ads 
placed by others, ongoing B2B area conversations with other entities, profile views by other entities, number 
of personal “Favourites” marked in the system, “Recently added items” and much more).
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For more data, 
register!
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