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The global context for space is shifting

è ESA needs to act to ensure the competitiveness of the European Space Industry

Space for defence & security
Secure comms, systems resilience, navigation solutions

Growing public investment 
New players and rapidly increasing public budgets

Economic potential 
Space-based services central to modern life. Towards $1.8 trillion by 
2035 with 9% average growth rate

Rise of New Space 
Private investment and innovation, public-private partnerships, new 
business models

Space sector is undergoing a profound & accelerating 
transformation
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Current Challenges of Industry
Global competition

Fragmented markets

Financial pressure

New Space dymanics

Speed

Customer focus

Risk culture

Institutional customers

Commercial customers

Increasing amount of competitors

Macroeconomic conditions

Profitability
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This is ESA

SCI 

EOP

CSC

STS

HRE

CIC SLE & 
RES

NAV

OPS

TEC
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ESA Tec Development & Commercialisation Programmes

Guidance from ESA as a Partner

Proposals sent by companies

Zero-equity co-funding from ESA

Boost! Space Transportation

NAVISP Navigation, PNT

GSTP Technology Development 
(Manufacturing, Quantum, Propulsion 
etc.)

InCubed Earth Observation

ARTES Core Competitiveness Telecom

Cosmic Competitiveness Space debris
Operations
Space Weather

BSGN for Exploration Microgravity
Human space flight
Exploration

CASE Access to microgravity

BASS Integrated Applications

ScaleUp Commercial Accelerator
ACCESS
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ACCESS Programme

ACCESS
Accelerating 

Commercialisation and 
Competitiveness of 
the European Space 

Sector

BASS 
element 

Business 
Applications and 
Space Solutions

ScaleUp
element

Since CM22

• ESA BICs
• Phi-LabNET
• Technology Brokers
• Business Accelerators 
• Marketplace

Since CM16

• Business Applications
• Business Ambassadors
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PHI-LAB NET
BUSINESS 

INCUBATORS

32
Centres

100+
Locations

230+ 
New Start-Ups p.a.

2000+ 
Start-Ups supported

TECHNOLOGY 
BROKERS

13 
Technology Broker

450+ 
Technology Transfers

10
Phi-Labs

Thematic Approach

Bridging the Gap between 
Groundbreaking R&D and 

Commercialisation 

(TRL 2-3) 

MARKETPLACE

Building your Commercial 
Pipeline

Remain Competitive on 
the global market

(TRL 7-9)

ACCESS ScaleUp element

Component 1 Component 2 Component 3 Component 5

INVEST

Component 4

1st Accelerator Launched 
in Germany

Providing the know-how 
of going from a start-up 

to a scale-up         

(TRL 7-9) 

BUSINESS 
ACCELERATOR

€200K – €500K €50K – €90K

Spark Funding
Prepare for Space

IP for Commercialisation
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CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE COMPANY’S LIFE-CYCLE
CA

SH
 F

LO
W

TIME/TRL

GROWTH CAPITAL
> 10 M€

PRIVATE EQUITY/LEVERAGED BUYOUT

TURN AROUNDS
> 10 M€

INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS

VENTURE CAPITAL
UP TO 10 M€

TRL 9TRL 7Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 1

INCUBATOR BUSINESS
ANGEL

10 k€ – 1 M€

ESA R&D
Programmes

ScaleUp INNOVATE
Boosting innovation and commercialization

in the European space sector

SCALEUP COMPLEMENTS EXISTING PROGRAMMES 

ESA 
Business 

Incubation
Centres

Phi-Lab 
Network

Prepare
for Space

Technology 
Transfer

Intellectual
Property

ScaleUp INVEST
Supporting the development of ScaleUp ventures 

in new space markets ESA Marketplace 
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ESA Innovation Seed Funding (Phi-LabNET)

Accelerate the transition from research to product development and commercialization

Scope
Projects with max duration 24 months (usually 12 months)
Implement research activities with credible near-term potential for commercial applications

Within the limits of the available ESA Innovation Seed Funding budget, each Phi-Lab have restrictions in the size and number of 
projects on the yearly revised Objective and Key Results. 

Min ESA Funding Max ESA Funding

€200k €400k

Open Call

• Published on Phi-
Lab website

• Periodic Deadlines 
(DL)

TOB
(DL + 1-2 days)

• Compliance check 
conducted by Phi-Lab 
LA

• 48 hours for minor 
updates

TEB
(DL + 2-3 weeks)

• Composition: ESA, 
Delegation, Phi-Lab 
LA, Experts.

Contract 
(DL + 4-6 weeks (more if 

needed))

• Signed contract 
between Phi-Lab + 
Applicant

Reviews 
(PR/MTR/FR)

• Conducted by Phi-
Lab with ESA 
involvement where 
possible/ 
appropriate.
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ESA BIC Network: Socioeconomic Impact (2020-2024)*

1,30+ bn€
PRIVATE
INVESTMENTS 
(2020-2024)

600+
PATENTS
GRANTED
(2020-2024)

240+ m€
OF REVENUE 
(2023)

5000+
FULL-TIME
JOBS
(2024)

9,1/10
SATISFACTION
RATE
(2023)

The ESA BIC programme continues to have a very high 
socio-economic impact in Europe

* The presented data only covers the ESA BIC incubatees and alumni, which have replied to the annual surveys from 2020-2024 (on average 49%),
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ESA Partnership Initiative for Commercialisation (EPIC)

12
PARTNERS

BENEFITS FOR PARTNERS
Future collaborators, customers, latest insights

 

2000+
START-UPS

SERVICES FOR PARTNERS
Access to European start-up portfolio, tailored 

matchmaking
 

BENEFITS FOR START-UPS
Preferential offers on products & services, 
customers
 
SERVICES FOR START-UPS
Business and technical support, networking, 
C-level mentoring 
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70+ MEMBERS OF THE

ESA INVESTOR NETWORK

• Technical and market advisory
• Investment opportunities
• Dedicated events with the ESA 

Commercialisation Networks
• Network for exploring new 

strategic initiatives

1

3

1

1

2

1

8

5

3
3

ACCELERATORS
Space founders, Seraphim, 
TakeOff!, CDL Space, Starburst, CASSINI 
Business Accelerator, ESA Business Accelerator

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT FUND & 
EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK

INVESTORS
Venture Capital, 
Private Equity,

Institutional 
investors

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
& EUSPA & EIC

1

1

Please contact investor-network@esa,int 

ESA Investor Network – Access to the financial community

mailto:investor-network@esa.int
mailto:investor-network@esa.int
mailto:investor-network@esa.int
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ESA PATENTS & LICENSE
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ESA Innovation Services

• ESA Patent Portfolio Management.

• IP Licensing. 

• Maturation of ESA inventions, facilitating access 

to technical expertise.

• Patent landscaping
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ESA Patent Portfolio Profile

119 inventions protected by 552 granted patents and patent 
applications

~64% of portfolio is in use

- R&D

- Mission

- Licenses 

RF SYSTEMS, 
PAYLOADS AND 
TECHNOLOGIES

35%

STRUCTURES
4%

ELECTROMAGNETIC 
TECHNOLOGIES AND 

TECHNIQUES
19%SPACECRAFT 

ELECTRICAL POWER
2%

MATERIALS & 
PROCESSES

4%

AUTOMATION, 
TELEPRESENCE AND 

ROBOTICS
1%

PROPULSION
2%

OPTICS
4%

SPACE SYSTEM 
CONTROL 

2%

SPACE DEBRIS
2%

OTHER CATEGORIES
11%

ON-BOARD DATA 
SYSTEMS

14%

www.commercialisation.esa.int/patents
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Call for ideas for the Technical and Commercial Maturation of ESA’s Inventions

Inte
ract

ion 
with

 inve
ntor

1. Idea Step - OSIP Open Channel:

Outline Proposal: 
• Field of application. 
• Technical benefits and development objectives 

(bulleted development plan).
• Commercial opportunity.

2. Proposal Step - competitive 
procurement through esa-star

Full Proposal:
• Commercial opportunity

• Market opportunity
• Technical opportunity

• Related R&D 
• Maturation strategy

• Technical and Commercial Workplan, expected 
results, MPP

• Deliverables

1
2

Funding: 50-175k€ for industry-driven proposals
Implementation: max 18 months
6 inventions proposed every 4 months

Open Space Innovation Platform - OSIP - 
Channel: ‪Open Discovery Ideas Channel ‬ (esa.int)

https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196668276022&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
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Open Source Software (OSS) is

computer software

recognised by the Open Source Initiative (OSI),

whose source code is made available under a copyright licence that allows users

to use, study, change, and improve the software,

and to redistribute it in a modified or unmodified form.

Open Source Software
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European Space Software Repository (Open Source licensing)
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ACCESS Programme

ACCESS
Accelerating 

Commercialisation and 
Competitiveness of 
the European Space 

Sector

BASS 
element 

Business 
Applications and 
Space Solutions

ScaleUp
element

Since CM22

• ESA BICs
• Phi-LabNET
• Technology Brokers
• Business Accelerators 
• Marketplace

Since CM16

• Business Applications
• Business Ambassadors
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Business Applications And Space Solutions (BASS)

Human Spaceflight 
Technologies

Space Weather

Earth Observation

Satellite 
Navigation

Satellite 
Communication

Financial

Aviation

Education

Energy

Media

Agriculture

Environment

Transport
Healthcare

Maritime

Partnerships with non-
space stakeholders 
enable large-scale 

adoption and impact

Societal

Green

Economic
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ESA Technology Development thanks to  Discovery, 
Preparation, TDE & GSTP
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Technology
Raising

Basic Activities

Future 
Missions

• Solid baselines
• For all domains
• (Pre-)Phase A
• MBSE, 0Debris,  LCA
• Commercialisation

• ESA-driven
• Open competitive

Preparation TDE GSTP

• Higher TRL
• Support 

Competitiveness
• Enabling missions
• WP and industry-

driven proposals
• SME focus
• Delegation support
• 3 Elements & 

components

• Low TRL
• All ESA 

applications
• Enabling missions
• 2yr work plans

• ESA driven
• Open competition

Disruptive 
Ideas

• Taking risks
• Low budget
• Fast and Open
• Novelty driven
• Commercialisation
• Research, studies and 

tech.dev.
• Outside driven (OSIP)
• Open competitive

Discovery

Research And Development
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Discovery Element

→DISCOVERING TOMORROW’S INNOVATION ~160
activities

100%
Industry/Academia 

driven
Open Competition

~18m€
contracts

~80%
SME’s, R&D inst. 

and academia

Discovery year in numbers:

ESA’s framework to discover and explore 
the disruptive innovation of tomorrow

→ Via the Open Space Innovation Platform (OSIP)

→ External driven: Reaching out for ideas from anybody

→ Lowest entrance barrier to ESA

→ Fast, simple and transparent

→ Research, studies and early technology development

esa.int/discovery ideas.esa.int activities.esa.int

https://esa.int/discovery
https://ideas.esa.int/
https://activities.esa.int/
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Discovery Element – Implementation Schemes

Co-sponsored Research Study Early Technology Development
50% co-funded up to 90k 100k 175k

PhDs, PostDocs Feasibility studies, paper studies Hardware-in-the-loop, PoCs
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First steps for novel ideas – Discovery Element Process Steps

Your Novel Idea

• You focus on describing your 
idea in form of an abstract

• No need for formalities
• Submit any time to Open 

Discovery Channel on OSIP
• Ideas for future commercially 

viable activities welcome

 (ideas.esa.int)

• ESA gives you feedback
• ESA channels ideas to best 

implementation path
• Monthly evaluation for 

Discovery channel ideas
• Best ideas invited to be 

matured into proposals 

Discovery 
Contracts
• Following competitive 

evaluation
• Co-sponsored research (<90k€)
• Study (<100k€)
• Early Technology Development 

(<175k€)

GSTP, InCubed, ARTES, 
NAVISP, ScaleUp, BASS, … 
…

• Programme specific

OSIP Channel

OSIP Campaigns

• Permanently open
• All novel space ideas welcome

• Time limited
• ESA defined challenges / topics

https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087192127470899&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d43f47acc4ff42c1a58d463ce4518622
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087192127470860&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=a4efae6601415b7231fc5d9a7ac0f830
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Preparation Element

Mission Def.
• ESA directorates
• CDF Studies

esastar
• Preparation Workplan
• ITT on esa-star

Preparation 
Contract
• Competitive; all ESA MS
• Parallel contracts

Industry proposed 
systems
• OSIP (e.g. SysNova)

ESA’s framework for preparing and enabling 
future missions and programmes

ØOpen competitive, parallel system studies to establish robust 
trade-offs without geo-return constraints

ØAcross all ESA activity domains

https://esa.int/preparation 

Pre-Phase A/Phase A activities

Commercialisation work package

https://esa.int/preparation
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Basic ActivitiesTDE overview

ENABLING & 
SUPPORT  

→ Part of ESA’s Mandatory Basic Activities,  All ESA Member States contribute

→ Covers all applications and technology domains
→ First step for the implementation of ESA Technology Strategy

→ Relies on European Space Technology Harmonisation Roadmaps

→ Based on 2-year work plans, with yearly updates, TRL 1 - 4

→ 94% of all activities in open competition

→ Around 50% of the contracts are awarded to SME or R&D Institutes

SCIENCE & EXPLORATION

36%

29%

24%

11%

MidCaps Univ. & Res. Inst.

SME LSI

4%

12%

12%

12%

6%
6%6%

4%

38%

Excellence Centres, 4%
Earth Observation, 12%
Science, 12%
Exploration, 12%
Space Transportation, 6%
Telecommunication, 6%
Navigation, 6%
Space Safety and Security, 4%
Generic Technologies & Techniques, 38%
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Basic ActivitiesTDE Workplan 2026 - 2027
→ Objectives: 

→ In line with ESA Strategy 2040

→ 5 goals: 

→ Protect our Planet and Climate

→ Explore and Discover

→ Strengthen European Autonomy and Resilience

→ Boost Growth and Competitiveness

→ Inspire Europe

→ Streamlined R&D definition process 

→ ~200 activities for ~ 120M€

→ All ESA’s Application Domains

→ Generic Technologies: 

→ ESA Technology Vision 2040

→ Critical Technologies for European autonomy

→ Sustainable Space

→ Mid-size LEO Satellites Industrialisation & Competitiveness

Esa-star 
Publication by end 

of November!

Generic
Technologies & 
Techniques, 44

Budget per 
Application 
Domain(M€)

Space Safety and Security, 5

Navigation, 7

Space Transportation, 7

Telecommunication, 9

Exploration, 16

Earth Observation, 16

Science (TBC), 16
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TDE WP 26-27 - Needs

o Primary Battery Systems
o Autonomous Landing
o Very Large Solar Arrays
o Electrical Propulsion (S/C Main engine)
o General Energy Reduction
o …

SCIENCE

o Propulsive transfer
o Power communications and navigation
o Precise heavy landing
o Night survival on Moon
o Initiation of Nuclear capabilities’ value chain
o …

EXPLORATION
SPACE TRANSPORTATION

o Fully reusable heavy-lift launchers
o Fuel depot
o In-space transport tugs
o In-space servicing
o Thermal protection for re-entry
o …

o Wavelength Agnostic RF Technology
o Digital and Secure Processing, Cloud & AI
o Optical and Quantum Technology
o Smart Antennas
o Disruptive Satellite Platforms
o Industrialisation Technology
…

TELECOMMUNICATION

NAVIGATION

o Absolute and relative positioning in deep space
o Robotics navigation, Proximity operation and Rendez-vous,
o Formation Flying
o Propagation models for new bands (UHF, C, Ku/Ka)
o Optical Sensor / detectors for PNT
o Chip-scale and quantum-based sensor
o …

EARTH OBSERVATION

o Lidar Technologies 
o Microwave instruments (W and G-band)
o Quantum sensing (e.g Quantum magnetometers)
o IR detectors, large scale antenna reflectors, digital beamforming
o …

SPACE SAFETY

o Reentry Impact
o CIS Lunar monitoring system
o Compact medium energy particle sensor
o Satellite resilience to collision
o …

o Critical Technology for autonomy
o Sustainable Space
o Mid-size LEO Satellites Indus. & Compet.
o Vision 2040

GENERIC 
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GSTP’s mission
→ For more than 30 years, the GSTP has been developing leading-edge 

space technologies to 

• enable future missions

• support the competitiveness of European industry

→ GSTP allows companies of all sizes as well as research and academic 
organisations  to perform technology developments and demonstrations

• building capacities, 

• fostering innovation and 

• creating and improving products and services

→ GSTP is an optional ESA programme with the participation of all ESA 
Member, Associate and Co-operating States: 27 Participating States

MidCaps
48%

Univ. & 
Res. Inst.

12%

SME
32%

LSI
8%

Overall GSTP actors



May the force be with you

32ESA UNCLASSIFIED – For Official Use 32

Min ESA 
Funding

€200k

Max ESA 
Funding

Few 
Millions

Avg ESA 
Funding

±€700k

Project 
Timeline

9 – 18 M
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PRETTY (3U)
demonstrating GNSS 
reflectometry 

LUMIO
measuring lunar 
surface impact 
hazards

SROC (12U)
demonstrating 
close inspection 
(Space Rider)

GOMX-5 (12U)
demonstrating 
technologies

CubeSpec (6U)
stellar 
spectroscopy 
from space

PROBA-V 
Companion 
(12U)
Imaging 
Vegetation

GENA-OT (12U)
demonstrating 
commercial 
IOD/IOV 
services

Juventas & Milani 
(2x6U)
observing asteroid 
deflection assessment 
funded by S2P (Hera) 

Funded in GSTP Fly unless otherwise stated

VULCAIN 
(2x12U)
formation flying 
for stereoscopic 
IR imaging of 
volcanos

HENON (12U)
space weather 
monitoring from 
Distant 
Retrograde Orbit

Definition
Implementation
Launched

e.Inspector (12U)
demonstrating 
debris inspection

uHETSat
electric
propulsion

SkimSat (VLEO)
electric
propulsion

AOS-P and AOS-D
Precusor and 
Demonstrator for 
Arctic Ocean 
Surveillance

M-ARGO (12U)
demonstrating 
asteroid rendezvous 
and identifying in-
situ resources
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Resource & Opportunities
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ESA Tools : Basic ESA Procurement
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ESA Tools : Open Space Innovation Platform
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Useful links and contact points

• Registration of new 

companies.

• Invitations to tenders.

• News/Procurement related 

announcements: TDE WP, 

GSTP Compendia 

Publication.

• Channel and Campaign.

• Submission of outline 

proposals for GSTP.

• TDE/GSTP information.

• TDE/GSTP achievements 

summary.

• Annual reports and 

highlights.

• Closed TDE and GSTP 

activities with public 

deliverables
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Technology
Raising

Basic Activities

Future 
Missions

• Solid baselines
• For all domains
• (Pre-)Phase A
• MBSE, 0Debris,  LCA
• Commercialisation

• ESA-driven
• Open competitive

Preparation TDE GSTP

• Higher TRL
• Support 

Competitiveness
• Enabling missions
• WP and industry-

driven proposals
• SME focus
• Delegation support
• 3 Elements & 

components

• Low TRL
• All ESA 

applications
• Enabling missions
• 2yr work plans

• ESA driven
• Open competition

Disruptive 
Ideas

• Taking risks
• Low budget
• Fast and Open
• Novelty driven
• Commercialisation
• Research, studies and 

tech.dev.
• Outside driven (OSIP)
• Open competitive

Discovery

Research And Development
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→ Maturing technology from proof of concept to qualification

→ ESA driven Technologies for space and ground segment 
payload, platform, ground equipment, engineering tools

→ Activities drawn from the Compendia (Open Competition (C)) 

or continuation of previous activities (Direct Negotiation 
(DN))

→ 100% funded but co-funding possible for DN activities.

→ Letter of support from delegation required

→ Invitation to tender (ITTs) published in esastar. 

GSTP Element 1 - Workplan

GSTP E1 Compendia 
2026-2028 – 

Published on esa-star!
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→ ESA priorities for implementation in the 
short / medium timeframe 

→ 202 (~280M€) activities structured in 3 
areas:

→ Generic Technology Areas
→ Technology Focus Areas 

→ Artificial Intelligence
→ Quantum Technologies
→ Innovative propulsion
→ Sustainable Space

→ Specific Areas:
→ (Cyber)security
→ Serialisation / Standardised Sub-

Systems
→ Technologies for VLEO

→ Industry and academia can indicate 
expression of interest per activity

GSTP Element 1 - Workplan - Compendia

OSIP Campaign:

Published on esa-star:
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Procurement 
using a template

• Max budget:
       250k€
• Max duration: 
       9 months

Follow-on using 
a template

• No budget limit
• No duration limit
• ~ 35% de-risk 

are continued

~40 de-risk 
initiated / year

• > 200 de-risk so 
far

• ~ 35m€ overall 
budget

GSTP Element 1 - Frameworks

OSIP Channel GSTP De-Risk

Procurement 
using a template

• Max budget: 
       €1 M
• Max duration: 
       24 months

~20 activities 
initiated / year

• 100 activities so 
far

• ~ €43 M overall 
budget

Outline Proposal Evaluation Full ProposalClarifications Outline
accepted

OSIP Channel GSTP BB

Building Blocks

De-Risk

https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196630453772&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=a19fe43cb577173800397fa26cdc1431
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196630453772&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=a19fe43cb577173800397fa26cdc1431
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196630453772&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=a19fe43cb577173800397fa26cdc1431
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087661360856789&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=359c6b6c83a35aa99c59cd19e002e833
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Announcement Of Opportunity

→ GSTP Element 2 is dedicated towards industry 
driven co-funded activities enabling the 
development of technologies and products for 
market competitiveness and sustainability.

→ Industry is invited to submit proposals addressing 
one of the 3 technology and product development 
segments:

• Market Oriented Opportunities, 

• Strategic Opportunities and 

• Implementation of National Priorities.Outline Proposal Evaluation Full ProposalClarifications Outline
accepted

OSIP Channel GSTP Element 2

25 - 30 activities committed per 

year (30m€ - 35m€)

GSTP Element 2

https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196630454474&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=d1b0bbb26bfd9c41bd3d3e4471325c40
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The main objectives related to Element 3 are to:

→ Ensure the successful implementation of the Missions and In-
Orbit Demonstrations currently in preparation.

→ Identify/prepare new mission/IOD opportunities.
→ Expand and enhance the demonstration approach.

Opportunities cover:

→ Demonstration of technology (e.g. platform units, Li-ion 
batteries).

→ Demonstration of techniques (e.g. ADS-B, hyper-spectral, …).
→ First demonstrations of potential capabilities.

Workplan and Cubesat framework

Facilitate Technology Demonstrations

GSTP Element 3
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Satellite Navigation Technologies (ESA Workshop 20-22 May 2026)

NAVITEC 2026
12th ESA Workshop on Satellite Navigation Technologies

20-22 May 2026
ESA, ESTEC, Noordwijk

Co-sponsored by

The European Space Agency (ESA) is pleased to announce the Call for Papers for 
NAVITEC 2026: Resilient PNT in a Multi-Layered World

IEEE paper submission
Submitted IEEE papers that describe original 
contributions in the relevant field will undergo peer 
review. Abstracts of IEEE papers must be at least 
1000 words long and are due by 31 October 2025, 
23:59 CET. Authors will receive notification of 
acceptance by 21 November 2025. If an abstract is 
accepted, full IEEE papers for peer review must be 
submitted by 15 January 2026, 23:59 CET, and 
authors will be notified on acceptance by 15 March 
2026. If a paper is accepted, the final IEEE paper 
must be submitted by 22 April 2026, 23:59. 
Accepted and presented papers will be published in 
IEEE Xplore. Both full and final IEEE papers should 
be between six and eight pages in length and 
submitted as pdf files formatted according to the 
IEEE two-column A4 format guideline. Detailed 
instructions for checking compliance will be 
provided on the conference website. Papers that 
are not accepted for IEEE publication may still be 
considered for presentation and publication in the 
conference proceedings as non-IEEE papers.

Non-IEEE abstract or paper submission
In addition to IEEE paper submission, authors may 
choose to present and publish their work exclusively 
in the conference proceedings. Such contributions 
will not be published in IEEE Xplore. For this option, 
authors must submit a single-column abstract of at 
least 800 words in length by 31 October 2025, 23:59 
CET. Authors will receive notification of acceptance 
by 21 November 2025. If the abstract is accepted, 
the authors may submit a non-IEEE paper based on 
that abstract by 18 May, 2025. Non-IEEE papers do 
not undergo peer review. Accepted abstracts will be 
scheduled for oral presentation during the 
conference.

Coordinated with

Topics

Registration
Registration will open in due 
course. Up-to-date information, 
including the registration fee and 
deadlines, will be available on 

https://navitec.esa.int 

Important dates and deadlines

Abstract submission:   31 October 2025

Full IEEE paper submission:   15 January 2026

Final IEEE paper submission:  22 April 2026

Final non-IEEE paper submission: 18 May 2026

NAVITEC 2026 conference:   20–22 May 2026

PNT Systems Evolutions 

LEO-PNT & Multi-Layer PNT

Resilient PNT: Jamming, Spoofing & Harsh Environments

RF Monitoring & Geolocation 

Fused PNT & PNT with 5G/6G Networks 

PNT for Exploration: Moon, Mars & Beyond

PNT Space Receivers

GNSS Integrity, Precise Positioning, Authentication

Receiver Technologies: Sensors, Antennas, AI, Quantum

Earth Observation & Science with PNT Signals

Mass-Market PNT & Commercial Applications

https://atpi.eventsair.com/navitec2026/

Check Here:
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SatEO26, 05 – 07th May 2026
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Actionable information from EO to accelerate the Green Transition of society and economy
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ESA GDA Impact Sphere (https://gda.esa.int/)
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ESA GDA Impact Sphere (https://gda.esa.int/)
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ESA GDA Impact Sphere (https://gda.esa.int/)
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Impact Stories from Space Challenge

https://gda.esa.int/2025/10/show-how-eo-data-makes-a-difference/
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EARTH OBSERVATION
• Incubed 2, How to apply to InCubed Program, https://incubed.esa.int/how-to-apply/

Resources

COMMERCIALISATION
• Call for Opportunities, https://commercialisation.esa.int/call-for-opportunities
• Investors Network, https://commercialisation.esa.int/investor-network/
• Intellectual Property Management, https://commercialisation.esa.int/intellectual-property/
• ScaleUp Invest Marketplace, OSIP Platform, https://ideas.esa.int
• ScaleUp Invest Martketplace - IOD/IOV Turn-Key services, OSIP Platform, https://ideas.esa.int
• Business Applications and Space Solution (BASS), https://business.esa.int/

GENERAL

• TENDER APPLICATION, esa-star Publication, https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/
• Open Discover Ideas Channel, OSIP Platform, https://ideas.esa.int

SPACE SAFETY PROGRAMME (S2)
• COSMIC, OSIP Platform, https://ideas.esa.int 

https://incubed.esa.int/how-to-apply/
https://incubed.esa.int/how-to-apply/
https://incubed.esa.int/how-to-apply/
https://commercialisation.esa.int/call-for-opportunities/
https://commercialisation.esa.int/investor-network/
https://commercialisation.esa.int/intellectual-property/
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196637410131&userAction=Browse&searchTerm=c2NhbGV1cA&templateName=&documentId=d8073b9132adbfd78290395d8a767b52&searchContextId=cf0b62e8960e063eba8da635303a2581
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196637410131&userAction=Browse&searchTerm=c2NhbGV1cA&templateName=&documentId=d8073b9132adbfd78290395d8a767b52&searchContextId=cf0b62e8960e063eba8da635303a2581
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087196636728891&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=f44f5117ffe834dc47be7b38c6343c01
https://ideas.esa.int/
https://business.esa.int/
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087159079386478&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=c80f8b3eb8c33321d06afd148d86ee44
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NAVIGATION
• Navisp (Element 2) Third Phase, https://navisp.esa.int/ 

SPACE TRANSPORT 
• Boost! 2.0 (Commercial Services; Support to MS; Service Procurement), OSIP Page

Resources

TECHNOLOGY

• GSTP Element 1 - De-Risk, Advanced Manufacturing & Quantum Technology Frameworks through OSIP platform, 
https://ideas.esa.int 

EXPLORATION

• BSGN and commercial mission support services, https://bsgn.esa.int/ 

TELECOMS
• ARTES 4.0 Programme, https://connectivity.esa.int/artes-40    

https://navisp.esa.int/
https://navisp.esa.int/
https://navisp.esa.int/
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087150953004662&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=693392bbeaab0c48c96a09a7b3e46cee
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087150953004662&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=693392bbeaab0c48c96a09a7b3e46cee
https://ideas.esa.int/servlet/hype/IMT?documentTableId=45087127244307186&userAction=Browse&templateName=&documentId=a19fe43cb577173800397fa26cdc1431
https://ideas.esa.int/
https://bsgn.esa.int/
https://connectivity.esa.int/artes-40
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swarnajyoti.mukherjee@ext.esa.int

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION

mailto:swarnajyoti.mukherjee@ext.esa.int
mailto:swarnajyoti.mukherjee@ext.esa.int

